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New Road Progress   

In our Fall issue of the Capital Campaign 
newsletter, we shared with you that the 
water tank at the Camp Wawona had 
burst causing us to lose water from the 
lodge and up the hill. This has been a real 
challenge to us as it affected our ability 
to use camp to its full potential.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Jackie Phillips, Director Capital Campaign 

         Bob and Mary Bishop,  Co-chairs for Capital Campaign 
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Originally, we had not planned to rebuild the water tank. We 

were just going to hook in to the new water tank at the top of 

the hill that was already in the new road plans. However, be-

cause we are not quite ready with our road plans, we had to 

draw up new plans to replace the water tower by the boys’ 

cabins.   

The original road plan was to take out the first boy’s cabin, To

-tah-kan, to allow for the wider road. We ended up taking out 

Miwok Cabin as well because the new water tank is lower and 

wider. It was tough to see those two cabins be demolished and 

I am sure many of you reading this article might have stayed 

in either one of those cabins. But we are excited about the fu-

ture of Camp Wawona and how we can expand and improve 

our hospitality to our people. 

The new water tank permit has been approved and the new 

equipment is being fabricated and will be completed the mid-

dle of May. It has been a real challenge getting everything 

ready for this new structure but God has blessed. Even though 

the original plans did not have this lower water tank, we need-

ed to put it back so we could have water to upper camp until 

the other tank is built.   

This new tank will help us with the new road as it will be able 

to help lower the gravity 

gradually of the water 

from the top to the bottom 

of the hill and with this 

new tank.  

Another challenge that we 

had at camp and with the 

new road was all the trees 

that have died because of 

the drought. Besides the dead trees, we also had to cut down 

an additional one hundred and thirty one trees to be able to 

widen the roadway to the top.  

 

 

  

  

 

 

New Road Progress  

 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Acts 20:35 

The new road will be able to accommodate two car widths. 

Because of all the trees that have died in the Yosemite Na-

tional Forest, there is a lot of trees in this area that no one 

wants. So, if you were at the Camp Wawona in the last year 

and a half and saw all the trees along the road and all over 

camp, they are now all gone and cleaned up. It looks amaz-

ing and we are excited about how great camp is looking.  

 

We had some challenges with the engineering of the new 

road permit but we hope to apply for the road permit shortly.  

Once we get that, we will keep you updated with pictures. 

The price of the new road is about $1,600,000, although the 

price can go up depending on what we find out with our per-

mit. The new water tank is part of that expense. The new 

water tank cost about $70,000. In December of 2017, we did 

an appeal to our Camp Wawona donors and alumni and to 

all our churches in the Central California Conference. I am 

happy to report that we received over $70k in that offering - 

enough to cover the replacement of the new water tank. We 

are so thankful to serve a God who provides! 

 

We currently have about $600,000 toward the new road.  

NOW the challenge ahead of us is to raise the additional $1 

Million. The road is truly the “artery of camp.” We can’t run 

the ministry without it. Would you consider making a 

monthly gift (no matter how big or small) to the Camp 

Wawona Road?  It is going to take all of us working togeth-

er on a regular basis to make this a reality. Thank you for 

considering this request.   

 

You can send your gifts in the enclosed envelope and you 

will receive a new one every time you get a receipt. You can 

also donate online to cccsda.org, and give to the Capital 

Campaign, Camp Wawona. You can also donate through 

your local church, just write “Camp Wawona Road” under 

the Capital Campaign.    

By Jackie Phillips 

Foundation for new water tank 

 
 



Please remember Camp Wawona, Soquel and the Education Endowment  
in your estate planning. 

When asked for a nice family to feature in this quarter’s 

newsletter, Miriam Blackerby, the business manager at 

Central Valley Christian Academy (CVCA) thought of the 

Recalde family. Dana and Lemuel Recalde are the parents 

of four students at CVCA – Dakota, 17, Maleah, 15, 

Kiana, 14, and Ariana, 13. They are so grateful that the 

Education Endowment makes the difference in helping 

thier children attend CVCA. 

 

Dana was just dating Lemuel when he invited her to 

Dwight Nelson’s Net98 series. At first she wasn’t that in-

terested, but as the series progressed she really got excited. 

This message made sense and was just what she’d been 

looking for! Lemuel grew up Adventist and Dana has been 

an Adventist since that 1998 series. After they had chil-

dren, they wanted them to go to Adventist schools but they 

didn’t live close enough until about three years ago when 

they were finally able to move within six minutes of 

CVCA.  

 

The whole family just loves CVCA – the teachers, the  

students and the atmosphere of family. Dana says, “You    

really don’t get that family feeling in public school. The 

students at CVCA will often pull together to pray for 

classmates or teachers. We just came back from a week-

end trip with 40 teenagers and we had no issues with atti-

tudes or anything. Dakota got hurt on the trip and I had to 

take him to the hospital. All the kids were praying and so 

concerned.  

 

You can bring your kids here 

 

 

  

  

 

“In everything give thanks.”  1 Thessalonians 5:18 

We really appreciate the help we get from the church 

and the Education Endowment to make it possible to 

send all four of our children to CVCA.” Miriam Black-

erby, CVCA’s business manager, says, “We want all the 

students to be here. Some of the churches don’t have a 

lot of funds to help their students and the Education  

Endowment makes a big difference for them. If not for 

that, we wouldn’t be able to have them here. It’s the 

most difficult part of my job – finding ways to make the 

numbers add up – and I love telling the parents, ‘You 

can bring your kids here!’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These four children are just a sampling of the students 

all over the Conference that are benefitting from your 

support of the Education Endowment. Thank you so 

much for your generosity toward the Education Endow-

ment. Please remember it in your wills and trusts and 

as you plan your giving this year.  

By Mary Bishop 
 

Recalde Students from CVCA 

Education endowment  
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It takes a lot of volunteers and hard work to make Camp Meeting happen. Soquel is especially 
indebted to those that fulfill the dirty jobs; the jobs behind the scenes that make Camp Meeting 
come together seamlessly. Pastor Ted Baze and his father Ted Sr. have worked many years in the 
Conference and have dedicated long hours to solving the electrical issues in Soquel. Each year 
you could find them knee deep in a ditch trying to fix the electrical that went to the trailers, the 
auditorium, and all throughout campus.   
 
The improvements the Capital Campaign has provided throughout the years have made the      
pastors’ jobs much easier. Pastor Ted says that the upgrades have allowed the volunteers to    
spend less time fixing electrical problems in order to spend more time focusing on the Church. 
The improvements have also created a much less hectic work environment. Capital Campaign’s 
upgrades to North Park – behind the cafeteria where the large RVs park, and Central City – the  
central part of the campgrounds – Ted says, are particularly helpful. While Ted and his volunteers 
still act very careful when working with electrical wiring, the current upgrades have definitely promoted a safer work environ-
ment and effortless problem solving. 
 
Pastor Ted is especially grateful for the other volunteers that make his job easier and appreciates Clyde Polston for all of his 
assistance with repairs. Ted Sr. is now retired and lives out in Alabama while his son pastors for Ceres and Patterson Discover 
Life Company. But Ted Sr. says he remembers working late hours and he always enjoyed doing it.  
 
Capital Campaign Director Jackie Phillips remembers when she first came to our conference in 2001. Her first introduction to 
her job was camp meeting. While she was there she saw Pastors Ted and Ted Sr. in a trench with mud up to their elbows, a 
smile on their faces, always helpful and kind. Every time she was in the donor’s homes talking to them about the vision of the 
Capital Campaign for Soquel, she always thought of these wonderful pastors working hard to keep electricity going at Soquel 
campgrounds and hoping that soon they wouldn’t have to be working in the ditches anymore to get electricity to all the trailers 
and the auditorium. Thank you for your support for the improvements at Soquel.  
 

By Kylee Robinson  

You can thank the Pastor Teds 

Volunteers in the trenches 

 


