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Education Endowment 

The Education Endowment continues 
to support our families and schools 
with scholarships allowing students to 
receive Adventist Education. As you 
have seen over the last few years, your 
gifts have made a difference in the stu-
dents, schools and even churches  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Jackie Phillips, Director Capital Campaign 

         Bob and Mary Bishop,  Co-Chairs for Capital Campaign 
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With the dawn of new year, the Central California 

Conference (CCC) is preparing to advance its 

master plan at Camp Wawona—CCC’s youth and 

retreat camp located in Yosemite National Park. 

Improvements are funded by Central members and 

friends who continue to contribute to the Confer-

ence’s Capital Campaign, an ongoing campaign 

that raises funds for the development of Camp 

Wawona, Soquel Conference Center and an Edu-

cational Endowment.  

 

“We are so thankful to God for the amazing jour-

ney that He has had our conference on with our 

Capital Campaign,” says Central’s president 

Ramiro Cano. “These generous contributions have 

allowed us to take critical steps in developing 

these precious properties for future ministry use.” 

At Camp Wawona, the initial phase of the Capital 

Campaign focused on the building of a new recre-

ational field, a camp fire bowl, and a yurt village 

consisting of eight yurts and a bathhouse complex.  

 

The Phase One also included planning, surveying 

and the design of a double-lane road, which re-

places the current single lane road. Trees have 

been removed to make way for the new road de-

sign, with building permits in the works. “We 

hope to have permits in hand by spring and to 

begin construction on the new road right after  

Camp Wawona Continues  

Development of Master Plan 

 

  

  

 

 

 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Acts 20:35 

summer camp concludes,” explains Central’s executive 

secretary Ron Rasmussen. The double-lane road will 

begin at the entrance to the camp and extend to the top of 

the hill where the swimming pool is located. The road 

construction project will also include necessary infra-

structure for the new buildings, including sewage, electri-

cal and data conduits.    

 

A building committee of laypeople, construction profes-

sionals, several specialty consultants and administrators 

has been set up to facilitate the next phase of the con-

struction process. “Everything is on track to complete the 

road in 2017, and begin dining hall construction after 

summer camp 2018,” says Bud Dickerson, a Central 

member who chairs the Wawona Building Committee.  

“If funds are available, we could begin the Chapel and 

Medical/Administration buildings at the same time –   

saving money in the long run.”  

 

 

Front View of Seybold Dining Hall 



 

Phase Two at Camp Wawona will also include the 

construction of a new Seybold Dining Hall, named in 

honor of Ted and Dorothy Seybold, from Modesto, 

Calif. Construction is scheduled to begin in  Spring 

2018. The dining hall will be built at the top of the 

Camp Wawona hill with a breathtaking view of the 

Wawona Dome. The hall will seat 420 people inside 

in two separate dining areas with additional seating 

on the outside deck for 130 people for those who 

wish to enjoy an outdoor dining experiences. 

 

In addition, a new Adventist Health Medical 

and Administrative Building will be constructed 

near the dining hall. The building bears the 

name of Adventist Health, reflecting contribu-

tions from Adventist Medical Center in Han-

ford, Calif., San Joaquin Community Hospital 

in Bakersfield, Calif., and Sonora Regional Medical  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

“In everything give thanks.”  1 Thessalonians 5:18 

Center in Sonora, Calif. Central hopes to begin 

construction on this building at the same time as 

the dining hall, in order to minimize costs. “Whole 

health and partnering with our communities is at 

the center of our Adventist Health mission and we 

love the fact that we have the capacity here in the 

Central Valley to partner with Camp Wawona on 

the new medical building” says Andrew Jahn, pres-

ident and CEO of Sonora Regional Hospital. 

 

Finally, Wawona’s Phase Two will include a new 

indoor chapel. The camp currently has an outdoor 

worship area, which can only be used during fair 

weather. “The new chapel will make it nice for our 

campers, churches and groups in the winter and 

rainy times of the year to have a special place to 

worship God inside, surrounded by windows to en-

joy God’s nature outside,” says Central’s junior 

youth ministries director Norma Villarreal, whose 

office oversees Camp Wawona. 

    By Jackie Phillips 

 

Rear View of Seybold Dining Hall 

Conceptual View of Adventist Health Medical and 
Administration Building  



 

Please remember Camp Wawona, Soquel and the Education Endowment  
in your estate planning. 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE 
  OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

  Capital Campaign Department 
  2820 Willow Avenue 
  Clovis, California   93612 
  559-347-3126 

 Build the Vision 

All contributions may be sent to  
the Capital Campaign  
at the address above.  

Thank you! 
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In the last 8 years, over $600,000 has been distributed to Central’s Adventist schools without touch-
ing the principal amount of the Endowment. In fact, it continues to grow.  The Education Endow-
ment is funded from many sources. Campaign supporters donate directly to the Endowment or 
through their wills and trusts. And, when an unrestricted gift comes to the Capital Campaign, 20% 
of that gift goes towards the Endowment. Plus, the Conference Executive Committee voted that 4% 
of unrestricted trusts be given to the Endowment for its continued growth.  
 
The Endowment currently has over $1.7 million and scholarships average $100,000 each year. And 
it continues to grow. In 2016, our Education Endowment increased nearly $100,000. With your sup-
port, we will grow this endowment to our $10 million goal.  
 
To make a difference, you can now give online, contribute through your local church, through your 
estate plan, or contact Jackie Phillips. We are so thankful for you, our donors, that continue to hold 
dear the efforts of the Capital Campaign and the Education Endowment.  
 
Every dollar makes a difference!             

By Mary Bishop 

Education Endowment continued from page 1 


