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Soquel  

The Majors family got its start on the 
Soquel campground, but their walk 
with God started years before. Joshua 
was raised Adventist but stepped away 
from the Lord in his early 20’s – until 
he got reacquainted with Lacey. Lacey 
had given her life to the Lord in 1994, 
when she was thirteen. She knew  
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The Miracle of the Water 

  

  

 

 

 

“Men are rich only as they give.”  Elbert Hubbard 

 Teen Camp was in full swing this summer and campers 

in Tioga Cabin woke to clean up and get ready for line call. 

Running late, and with two minutes to go, the counselors de-

cided the boys should stop cleaning and head down the hill. 

“One minute and 45 seconds went by when we heard a terrify-

ing sound, kind of like a car crash,” explains Jasmanny Cas-

taneda, their counselor. Camp Wawona’s main water tank, lo-

cated right next to their cabin, had burst. They started running 

as the water and debris chased them down the hill. After as-

sessing the damage, they realized that they had experienced a 

miracle in God’s perfect timing. “The water tank could’ve ex-

ploded at night while everyone was asleep or while the boys 

were near the cabins!” reflects Castaneda.  

  Because of the tank bursting, the need for the new road 

is now critical. As I am writing this article, we are almost ready 

to submit for the new road permit. Please keep this in your 

prayers as we work through the process. There are many chal-

lenges but we know that God has a perfect plan. God has pre-

served His camp in many miraculous ways to ensure its contin-

ued ministry. 

 This year has been no exception for the 477 campers 

that enjoyed summer camp 2017. As the weeks drew to a close, 

campers were presented with the traditional opportunity to 

dedicate their lives to Christ and write their names in a 

symbolic Book of Life. More than 200 campers gave their 

lives to Jesus at summer camp and pastors throughout 

California are working to make sure each of these camp-

ers will be supported and discipled. One of those campers 

is Steven, a teen camper from Selma, California. “The 

power of God is very visible at Camp Wawona,” he says. 

“The love of all the staff members and other campers is 

something I haven’t experienced before. I was encouraged 

to pray openly and read my Bible more often and I 

thought that was an amazing thing.” 

 As we move forward with the new road first, and 

then the new dining hall and medical/administrative build-

ing, we ask for your prayers. We would also like to ask 

you to join us in making financial donations to the capital 

campaign for these projects. We can only move forward 

as we have the funds. God has blessed abundantly but we 

have an enormous task before us. Would you prayerfully 

consider a major gift over the next 2-3 years? It can be 

made in monthly pledges as well as through your local 

church tithe envelope under “Capital Campaign.” Just 

write “Camp Wawona” next to it and it will go towards 

this project.   
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Written by T. Baze, S. Schramm and J. Phllips 



 
 It’s Sunday and Albert Alejandro is on campus 

again. This time it’s to help repair broken sprinklers. Last 

time it was to prepare for the school’s lunch program. Be-

fore that it was to bring church members and friends to paint 

the interior of the new preschool. And the list goes on. Most 

Fridays you will find him on campus to ensure that students 

from his church in Lamont and other area Hispanic churches 

were able to attend Bakersfield Adventist Academy (BAA).  

 It all started with a casual conversation between the 

principal and Alejandro, BAA alumnus Class of 2000.  It 

was a divine appointment! His dream—lots of children and 

teens from his church enrolled in Adventist education where, 

currently, there were none. A few weeks later the first fami-

ly enrolled their daughter for the new school year. Many 

more followed. Impossibilities turned into possibilities with 

his leadership and people working together. Scholarship Ap-

plications were submitted to the Central California Confer-

ence Education Endowment and the Pacific Union Endow-

ment and scholarships were awarded.  

 Three-way Matching scholarships helped fill the 

gap, too. Generous donors made it possible for the school to 

provide scholarships. Albert’s goal was to work with all in-

terested families within 

the church group so they 

could meet their obliga-

tions for tuition and oth-

er school related expens-

es. It wasn’t just for 

members of his church, 

anyone could join the 

group. He found support 

from the community. 

Church members saw 

teens’ lives changed. 

The church began to al-

locate funds to Advent-

ist Education.  

 The first year, just as school began, the school lunch 

program presented an opportunity for parents to volunteer 

and work together to provide lunches. families made and 

sold tortillas and other food. All the proceeds from fundrais-

ers went to student scholarships. Dinners were prepared and 

Education Endowment  

 

  

  

 

“Philanthropy flows from a loving heart not an overstuffed 
pocketbook.” D. M. Lawson 

served at church functions. Some The best part of the whole 

program was the difference seen in the students. Parents 

were saying, “What has happened to my child?” And 

church members remarked, “They’re different now and its 

has only been a few weeks.” They witnessed their children 

more engaged in their church. Parents remarked that their 

children were more grateful and respectful. They were see-

ing a reflection of the school’s vision “Education for Eter-

nity” and its mission for students to thrive spiritually, soar 

academically, and faithfully serve others. A passage of 

Scripture says it best: “And all your children shall be taught 

by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children.” 

Isaiah 54:14 ESV.  

 The purpose of Adventist education is to restore the 

image of God in His people. How blessed we are to have 

champions of Adventist education who are dedicated and 

fully committed to the work of transforming lives for the 

kingdom.  

   Written by Mike Schwartz  

Pastor prepping the floor at  preschool 

Church members volunteering 

 



 

Please remember Camp Wawona, Soquel and the Education Endowment  
in your estate planning. 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE 
  OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

  Capital Campaign Department 
  2820 Willow Avenue 
  Clovis, California   93612 
  559-347-3126 

 Build the Vision 

 

 

 

 

Soquel continued from page 1 

Joshua at Monterey Bay Academy and invited him to 
various Christian events until the Lord was finally able 
to get through to him. After Joshua’s return to God, they 
got married. He assumed more and more responsibility 
at church. People started telling him 
he should be a pastor but his confi-
dent response was, “I can’t afford to 
go back to school – I have too much 
debt!” Eventually, Joshua knelt 
down and prayed to God, “If you 
want me to become a pastor, you’ll 
have to pay off my debt.”  
 He knew there was just no 
way that God was going to pay off 
his considerable loans. Within two 
months, Joshua and Lacey got an 
unexpected phone call from an in-
surance company letting them know 
that they would soon be receiving a 
check– which covered all but $1,500 
of the debt. But Josh was holding God to the line, and he 
still had debt so he was staying put. Shortly after that, he 
walked out to the mailbox and found a tax refund check 
for $1500 in his mailbox. Josh got the message. God re-
ally did want him to be a pastor! Josh has been working 
in the Central California Conference for the last five 

years and “knows God has him right where he wants him.”  
 The family has a strong connection to Soquel. Not 
only did they attend camp meeting on a regular basis from 
early on, but they lived in the house on the campground and 

had a home birth of their first child 
in that house. Their new baby, Au-
rora, came to camp meeting two 
weeks later.  
 Currently, Josh is the pastor 
of the Arroyo Grande Adventist 
church and works on maintaining 
the electricity at Soquel during 
camp meeting. Lacey thoroughly 
enjoys camp meeting and has ever 
since she first started going as a 
youth. Now she loves the oppor-
tunity to learn new things and see 
friends each year. She also enjoys 
meeting people that are enthusias-

tic, love Jesus and have similar goals 
to hers. Camp meeting is something the whole family looks 
forward to each year.  
     By Mary Bishop 
 

The Majors’s children 


